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Deputy Clerks
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spread mulch
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flowers around
the courthouse
complex as part
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2021 Give A Day
program.

Deputy Clerks
wore their Donate
Life T-shirts to
show support
for the lifesaving
mission of
organ and tissue
donation.
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Office of the Circuit Court Clerk
2021 ADDRESS TO THE COMMUNITY

From David L. Nicholson, Circuit Court Clerk
Dear Fellow Citizen:

I

am pleased to present this Address to the Community, highlighting some of the key statistical data and activities of the Office of
the Circuit Court Clerk (OCCC) during 2021.
Although the novel coronavirus continued to have an impact on
our operations during the past year, we stayed agile and proactive,
modifying our processes and protocols as needed in order to keep
the administration of justice moving forward.
Regardless, our office – the Commonwealth’s largest and only
Circuit Court Clerk’s Office operating nonstop in a true urban courthouse setting – continued to deliver on our mission to accurately
and efficiently process and maintain judicial records and information.
In 2021, our office processed a total of 105,529 new Circuit, Family and District court cases, an increase of approximately 16 percent
from 2020. On average, we processed 289 new cases per day.

Total revenue for our office was approximately $32.7 million, up
from $25.9 million in 2020.
Last year, our Driver’s License Division processed 192,938 total
transactions and collected $79,303 for the Kentucky Circuit Court
Clerks’ Trust For Life, the nonprofit organization that strives to raise
awareness of the importance of organ and tissue donation. Pursuant
to Kentucky statute, we successfully transitioned our driver’s license
services to the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (culminating with
the Bowman Field Branch in January 2022.)
Our success would not be possible without our dedicated and
hard-working TEAM of Deputy Clerks who do important work in the
court system daily in spite of the pandemic, inclement weather or
other adversity.
Rest assured that our office remains focused on continuing to provide the highest level of service to the citizens of Jefferson County
each and every day, and please know that I consider it an honor and
privilege to serve as your Circuit Court Clerk.

2021 OCCC Highlights

In 2021, our office faced staffing shortages
coupled with ongoing COVID challenges.
With creative problem-solving, we were
able to meet our core duty as custodian
of court records and, among many other
responsibilities, continued providing direct
support to the judiciary and the public.
The OCCC has a personnel complement of
293 TEAM members.

COVER PHOTO
On May 26, David Nicholson and
many OCCC TEAM members wore
orange as a cancer awareness
effort and to show support for
a member of the local judiciary
battling cancer.

After a COVID pause in 2020, our office resumed our partnership
with Central High School, hosting eight select seniors from Mr.
Joe Gutmann’s Law and Government Magnet class. They successfully completed the seven-week 2021 OCCC-CHS Internship
Program in the fall.

In 2012, the OCCC opened a driver’s license branch at the Nia
Center in West Louisville. Last October, it was successfully
transitioned to KYTC, and we were pleased to be invited by the
Governor’s Office to participate in a ceremony there making it a
KYTC Driver Licensing Regional Office. The family of the late Ethel
Stallworth Thomas, a driving force for the branch, was honored.

In 2021, our office processed:
✓ 8,154 Circuit Civil cases
✓ 3,168 Circuit Criminal cases
✓ 10,102 Domestic Relations cases
✓ 4,179 Juvenile cases
✓ 32,348 District Civil cases
✓ 36,088 District Criminal cases
✓ 11,490 District Court Prepayable cases
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$
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Driver’s License Transactions

Our TEAM joined the Center for Women and Families, survivor
families and others in remembering and honoring those lost to
domestic violence in Louisville Metro over the past two years
at the 2021 Speak Their Name memorial ceremony at Jefferson
Square Park. Last year, our office processed 5,778 domestic
violence/interpersonal protection petitions. The Domestic
Violence Intake Center is located on the first floor of the Louis
D. Brandeis Hall of Justice and is open 24x7x365.

Driver Licensing
Per Kentucky Revised Statue 186.490, driver’s license
services are being transitioned from all Circuit Court
Clerk Offices across the state to the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC). Over the course of 2021, our office
strategically and successfully transitioned our driver’s
license services to KYTC. This transition is paving the
way for positive innovations and benefits for Kentucky
drivers, such as online and mail-in renewals as well as
web-based appointments. KYTC is continuing to usher in
a new era of driver’s licensing, offering next-level services
to the citizens of our community and Commonwealth.
For local offices and more, visit: drive.ky.gov.
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