Office of the Circuit Court Clerk
2019 ADDRESS TO THE COMMUNITY

From The
Circuit Court Clerk
Dear Fellow Citizens:

A

s your Circuit Court Clerk of Jefferson County, I am pleased to
present this 2019 Address to the Community.
In this report, you will find key data points and information regarding the core business activities of the Office of the Circuit Court
Clerk (OCCC) as well as other important initiatives undertaken last
year.
Ours is a constitutional office that is part of the Kentucky Court of
Justice. The primary responsibility of the office is two-fold: to serve
as custodian of all Circuit, Family and District court records in Jefferson County, and to process Kentucky driver’s licenses, in partnership with the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet and the Kentucky
State Police.
In 2019, we again delivered strong results, as we processed
143,721 new Circuit, Family and District court cases, which in turn
created a significant number of subsequent pleadings to be processed. When viewed over a year, our office averaged approximately
400 new cases every day.
As the largest Circuit Court Clerk’s Office in the Commonwealth,
our office accounted for approximately 16% of all new case filings
among the 120 counties in Kentucky last year.
Total revenue for our office in 2019 was approximately $33.2 million, or about $88,000 a day. Last year, our office collected $1.4 million in restitution and garnishments for victims. We receipted 4,428
bail bonds, totaling $9.7 million.
In our Driver’s License division, our Deputy Clerks processed
298,682 transactions and issued 189,965 driver’s licenses. Further, we collected $132,626 for the Kentucky Circuit Court Clerks’
Trust For Life, the nonprofit organization created in 1992 to raise
awareness of the importance of organ and tissue donation. There
are nearly 1,000 people currently on the waiting list for a life-saving
transplant in Kentucky.
Through our six driver’s license branches, 17,495 names were
added to the Kentucky Organ Donor Registry in 2019. At year’s end,
the total number of Jefferson County residents on the registry was
417,672, and statewide, more than 2 million Kentuckians were on
the registry.
In addition to these core business activities, the OCCC collaborated with key judicial partners in 2019 to implement new court-related initiatives as well as to advance ongoing projects. Among them:

NCSC District Court Pilot Project Begins

Following recommendations from the National Center for State
Courts (NCSC), an independent, nonprofit court improvement orga-

nization, the Jefferson County District Court Pilot Pod Project was
launched in September 2019 in an effort to improve the administration of justice.
The NCSC recommended reforms to streamline the criminal docket caseflow and calendaring process for Kentucky’s largest trial
court. Our office is one of several judicial stakeholders involved in
this project, and we have worked diligently to adapt to the procedural changes.

Business Court Docket Launches Here

In December, Kentucky Supreme Court justices joined Jefferson
County judges and several members of the Business Court Docket
Advisory Committee at a news conference at the Jefferson County
Judicial Center to formally announce the start of Kentucky’s first
Business Court Docket. The docket, which began January 1, 2020,
provides specialized attention for complex commercial cases, improves court efficiency for all litigants, and creates a more attractive
forum for doing business. Kentucky joins approximately 24 other
states that have adopted a Business Court model.

The Bail Project Addresses Jail Overcrowding

With jail overcrowding and cash bail reform continuing to be a hot
topic nationally and locally, The Bail Project continues to have an
impact here. The Bail Project National Revolving Bail Fund provides
free bail assistance to low-income individuals who are legally presumed innocent, and whom a judge has deemed eligible for release
before trial contingent on paying bail. Approximately 96 percent of
the people they pay bail for return to court.
Since its inception in Jefferson County in May 2018, the OCCC has
receipted more than $5.2 million through this project and processed
the accompanying bond paperwork.

Deputy Clerks Make Impact in Community

In 2019, Deputy Clerks continued their efforts to give back to the
community through their OC3 Cares Committee. The employee-driven group of volunteers raised more than $2,800 to support nonprofit organizations such as Special Olympics of Kentucky, the Trust For
Life, and the Center For Women and Families. In addition, our volunteers helped beautify Jefferson Square Park in April, planting 550
flowers and spreading 400 bags of mulch.

Moving Forward

In closing, I would like to emphasize that it is an honor and privilege to serve as your Circuit Court Clerk, leading our dedicated and
hard-working TEAM of Deputy Clerks who do important work each
and every day. As always, our commitment remains the same – to
continue to provide exceptional customer service every day to the
citizens of Jefferson County.

David L. Nicholson, Jefferson County Circuit Court Clerk
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A Decade of DVIC
NATIONALLY HONORED
The Jefferson County Domestic Violence Intake Center
(DVIC) celebrated its 10th anniversary on October 15, 2019.
Located on the first floor of the Louis D. Brandeis Hall of
Justice, the DVIC is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week
to assist victims of domestic violence. It is staffed by the
Office of the Circuit Court Clerk and the Jefferson County
Attorney’s Office.
A third vital judicial partner, the Jefferson County Sheriff’s
Office, provides around-the-clock security for the DVIC and
serves the protective orders on behalf of the court.
The center takes petitions from victims of domestic and
dating violence, as well as criminal complaints. Since its
opening, the DVIC has processed approximately 5,000 petitions per year.
More than a decade prior to the center’s opening in 2009,
the criminal justice community in Jefferson County recognized the need for a centralized DVIC. Domestic violence and
sexual assault victims seeking protection were getting lost in
a complicated legal maze of multiple service locations. The
original intake center was located in the Jefferson County
Judicial Center, which is open only weekdays until 4:30 p.m.
After-hours domestic violence services were provided in the
District Criminal Division at the Hall of Justice.
The importance of consolidating domestic violence services into a secure, one-stop center was to help alleviate feelings of fear and uncertainty for victims seeking protection.
It takes a great deal of courage for a victim to seek protection and begin the process of breaking the cycle of violence
against themselves and their family members.
The DVIC could not have become a reality without the
collaboration and support of many local and state officials,
judicial partners and other stakeholders. In addition, local
organizations, community advocates and individuals were
crucial to making the DVIC a fully functioning 24-hour facility, especially the National Council of Jewish Women-Louisville Section, which tirelessly spearheaded efforts to furnish
and equip the center.
In 2014, the DVIC was recognized with an Achievement
Award from the National Association of Counties (NACo).
The award honors top county government programs that are
innovative and enhance services for their residents.

The Office of the Circuit Court Clerk (OCCC) has an integral
role in the administration of justice in the Commonwealth
of Kentucky through the support that it provides to the 40
Circuit, Family and District courts in Jefferson County and
through the services we provide to our citizens.
As such, the OCCC strives to perform our constitutional duties and responsibilities in the most professional and efficient
manner possible each and every day.

Living our Mission, Vision and Core Values

The office is dedicated to living our Mission, Vision and
Core Values as we endeavor to provide the highest level of
customer service on a daily basis.
This requires strategic planning using data-driven metrics
as well as having a robust collaboration with the Kentucky
Court of Justice (KCOJ), key justice partners and community
stakeholders. It also requires the effective use of resources,
staffing and technology so the public has access to justice.
With the ongoing expansion of technology in the courts,
the OCCC is continuously striving to streamline, refine and
adapt our processes and workflow.
As the court system continues to advance eFiling (electronic case filing) across the state, we continually monitor and
utilize our case management system to ensure court records
are available both internally and externally while simultaneously balancing confidentiality and statutory requirements.
Moving forward, we anticipate the continued increase in
complex lawsuits, the number of self-represented litigants
and impending legislation change, which all impact the court
system and create an even greater need for our office to be
vigilant, proactive and agile.

Embracing Change and Focused on Service

Rest assured that the OCCC is fully dedicated to embracing
emerging technological advances as the KCOJ moves toward
a comprehensive eFiling system and eventual migration to a
paperless court record. Such a change will require continued
collaboration with our judicial partners and related agencies.
As always, the OCCC will adapt and evolve our core processes and Deputy Clerk training, ever focused on delivering
the best service possible to our citizens with a Commitment
to Service, Cooperation with Stakeholders and Compassion for Those We Serve.
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