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A Message from the Circuit Court Clerk

Dear Fellow Citizens of Jefferson County:

I am pleased to present the Jefferson 
County Office of the Circuit Court Clerk 
(OCCC) 2016 Annual Report.

This report details information regarding 
the OCCC’s core business and highlights 
important criminal justice initiatives imple-
mented in Jefferson County.

In 2016, our office processed 153,733 
new District, Circuit and Family court 
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David L. Nicholson, a lifelong resident of Louisville Metro Jefferson 
County, was elected Jefferson County Circuit Court Clerk in No-
vember 2006. After a successful first term, he was re-elected to a 
second six-year term in November 2012. 

The Office of the Circuit Court Clerk serves as the custodian of all 
court records of District, Circuit and Family courts, as well as the 
repository of fees, fines and court costs in Jefferson County, the 
largest of Kentucky’s 120 counties. In addition to these primary 
responsibilities to the court, our office also issues Kentucky driver’s 
licenses and identification cards in partnership with the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet and Kentucky State Police.

The OCCC provides support to District, Circuit and Family court 
terms including Jefferson County Night Court. In addition to court 
operations, our office partners with the Jefferson County Attorney 
and Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department in a joint effort to combat 
domestic violence through the Domestic Violence Intake Center.

We believe our success in 2016 was a direct result of our ability to 
collaborate with criminal justice partners that serve this community. 
Our success further depends on the ability of our team to execute 
effectively each and every day. Our goal is to use our agency’s 
assets — technology, social media reach, employee development/
training and a strong commitment of our management and team 
members – to provide world-class customer service to the citizens 
of Jefferson County.

About the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office

cases. In our Driver’s License division, our deputy clerks processed 
295,230 transactions and issued 192,065 driver’s licenses. Total 
revenue for 2016 was approximately $29.2 million.

Our office’s theme for the year was “Excellence through Collabo-
ration.” In 2016, our office, in partnership with the Administrative 
Office of the Courts, implemented a major technology upgrade for 
our Accounting Department’s accounts receivable case manage-
ment system. In addition to this technology, our office expanded the 
usage of the Kentucky Court of Justice’s electronic filing system 
largely shifting the number of traditional in-person transactions to 
more customer-friendly electronic transactions.

OCCC operations were significantly impacted by two major legisla-
tive initiatives. In January 2016, Interpersonal Protective Orders 
(IPOs) were extended to victims of dating violence and abuse, 
sexual assault and stalking who were not previously eligible to 
obtain civil restraining orders. The number of victims of domestic vio-
lence and abuse who utilize the resources of our 24-hour Domestic 
Violence Intake Center was increased by this law.

Another significant piece of legislation that influenced our business 
in the District and Circuit Criminal divisions was House Bill 40. 
This historic legislation created a list of Class D felonies eligible 
for expungement thus expanding the convictions that can now be 
expunged from an individual’s criminal record.

By employing the support and collaboration of our criminal justice 
partners, significant technology gains were successfully implement-
ed. Further, the success of these technological improvements and 
legislative initiatives would not have been possible without our 324 
dedicated and hard-working deputy clerks along with the coopera-
tions and partnership of key stakeholders.

Moving forward, our commitment to you remains unchanged – to 
continue to execute with quality as we strive to provide the highest 
quality customer service to the citizens of Jefferson County.

It is an honor and privilege to serve this community as your Circuit 
Court Clerk. JeffersonKyCourtClerk.com
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Driver’s License Division

The Office of the Circuit Court Clerk is responsible for issuing Ken-
tucky driver’s licenses for motor vehicles and motorcycles, commer-
cial driver’s licenses (CDLs), driver’s permits and state identification 
cards. The office also provides voter and selective service registra-
tion and collects traffic citation payments. There are six convenient 
branch locations in Jefferson County.

For more information about our services, locations, hours and more, 
visit DriveJefferson.com.

New AR Platform

On Oct. 1, 2016, the Jefferson County Office of the Circuit Court 
Clerk became the final court clerk’s office in the Commonwealth to 
receive and implement the Kentucky Court of Justice’s Accounts 
Receivable enhanced platform.

This new AR technology upgrade provides a comprehensive mod-
ernization of how the entire Court of Justice records, maintains and 
monitors court financial transactions.

Through real-time processing of transactions, our customers have 
experienced a significant decrease in wait times as well as greater 
accountability and accuracy of monetary-related transactions. 
With this improved accounting technology, employees are working 
smarter, not harder, while creating improved efficiencies for OCCC 
operations.

Trust For Life

The Kentucky Circuit Court Clerks’ Trust For Life 
is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
promote organ and tissue donation awareness. 
Anyone obtaining a Kentucky driver’s license or 
ID card may join the statewide organ donor reg-
istry and donate $1 to the Trust For Life, which 
began in 1992.

In 2016, $107,402 was collected in Jefferson 
County for the Trust For Life.

To place your name on the registry, visit do-
natelifeky.org. For more information about the 
Trust For Life, visit trustforlife.org.

$ Receipted %

Support Services 208,719 .7

Family Court 571,987 2.0

Accounting 851,744 2.9

District Civil 3,396,020 11.6

Driver’s License 4,318,182 14.8

Circuit Court 7,097,135 24.3

District Criminal 12,723,552 43.6

Total 29,167,339 10100

2016 Financial Data

2016 Case Filings by Term

District (75%)
115,257

Prepayables (7%)
11,457

Circuit (9%)
13,072

Family (9%)
13,947

On the cover: The Lady Justice statue on the President Thomas Jefferson 
Monument in front of Louisville Metro Hall. Photo by Steven Rush.



VALUES
At the Jefferson County Office of the Circuit Court Clerk, we will:

•	 Operate a transparent organization with integrity and account-
ability.

•	 Demonstrate professionalism, courtesy and compassion with 
every person.

•	 Seek continuous improvement by driving creativity in everything 
we do.

•	 Execute with quality by understanding and measuring our perfor-
mance.

MISSION
The mission of the Jefferson 
County Office of the Circuit 
Court Clerk is to efficiently 
and accurately process, 
provide and maintain judicial 
information and records 
as well as issue Kentucky 
driver’s licenses and identifi-
cation cards.

VISION
The Jefferson County Office 
of the Circuit Court Clerk will 
provide the highest qual-
ity service through profes-
sionally trained and diverse 
customer-focused staff, utiliz-
ing accessible, automated 
and integrated technology.

Jefferson County Office of the Circuit Court Clerk
David L. Nicholson, Circuit Court Clerk
Louis D. Brandeis Hall of Justice
600 W. Jefferson St.
Louisville, KY 40202

@OfficeofJeffersonCircuitCourtClerkDavidL.Nicholson

@LouKyCourtClerk

Courthouse Operations

With 40 elected trial court judges, the Jefferson County Office of 
the Circuit Court Clerk serves the largest jurisdiction in Kentucky’s 
unified court system and is the commonwealth’s only truly urban 
court system operating around the clock every day of the year.
 
The majority of court operations are conducted at the Downtown 
Louisville courthouse complex: the Louis D. Brandeis Hall of Justice, 
600 W. Jefferson St., and the Jefferson County Judicial Center, 700 
W. Jefferson St. In addition, Night Traffic Court is also held at two 
suburban locations: the Central Government Center, 7201 Outer 
Loop in Highview, and the East Government Center, 200 Juneau 
Drive in Middletown.

District Court is where most Kentuckians involved in court 
proceedings will appear, and is thus called “The People’s Court.” It 
is the court of limited jurisdiction and handles traffic violations, mis-
demeanors, small claims cases involving $2,500 or less, civil cases 
involving $5,000 or less, city/county ordinance violations, probate of 
wills, adult in-custody arraignments, felony probable cause hearings, 
voluntary and involuntary mental commitments, juvenile cases, and 
cases relating to criminal domestic violence and abuse. There are 
17 District Court divisions.

Circuit Court is the court of general jurisdiction that hears civil 
matters involving more than $5,000, capital offenses and felonies, 
land dispute title cases and contested probate cases. Circuit Court 
has the power to issue injunctions, writs of prohibition and writs of 
mandamus and to hear appeals from District Court and administra-
tive agencies. There are 13 divisions of Circuit Court.

Family Court is a part of Circuit Court that specializes in cases 
involving families and children, such as divorce, child custody, pater-
nity, adoption, termination of parental rights, civil domestic violence 
and child dependency, neglect and abuse. Family Court assigns 
each case involving a particular family to one judge, allowing the 
same judge to hear all matters pertaining to that family. There are 10 
Family Court divisions. 
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Night Traffic Courts
In 2016, our office processed 31,909 traffic court cases at 
Downtown and Suburban Night Traffic Courts. Night Traffic 
Court is held four days a week at three locations in Jefferson 
County. Downtown Night Court is held Monday through Thurs-
day at the Louis D. Brandeis Hall of Justice, 600 W. Jefferson 
St. Suburban Night Traffic Court dockets are held on Tuesday 
and Wednesday at additional government center locations 
to provide enhanced community access for Jefferson County 
citizens who have been cited with minor traffic violations. 
Suburban Traffic Court dockets are held at 7 p.m. at the Central 
Government Center, 7201 Outer Loop in Highview, and the 
East Government Center, 200 Juneau Drive in Middletown.

Interpersonal Protective Orders (IPOs)
On Jan. 1, 2016, Kentucky House Bill 8 (HB8) became effective 
granting interpersonal protective orders (IPOs) to victims of dating 
violence and abuse, sexual assault and stalking who were not previ-
ously eligible to obtain civil restraining orders. HB8 had a significant 
impact on our operations as it increased the number of individuals 
eligible to seek emergency protection. As a justice partner in the 
effort to combat domestic and dating violence, the OCCC operates 
the Domestic Violence Intake Center (DVIC) in the Hall of Justice, 
which is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, year-round. In 
2016, our DVIC processed 4,425 emergency protection petitions 
and 686 interpersonal protection petitions.


